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I \ .$ W A S H I N ~ T O N  INFORMATION 

January 7 ,  1970 . . 

I MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. ~ i s s i n ~ e r  HC 

SUBJECT: Message from King Hassan t o  You 

Ambassador Tasca, who i s  i n  Rome en r o u t e  t o  h i s  new p o s t  i n  t 

Athens, has been asked by King Hassan's  most i n t i m a t e  conf idan t ,  
t o  t r a n s m i t  a persona l  message from t h e  King t o  you. Tasca, you 
w i l l  r e c a l l ,  se rved  l a s t  i n  Morocco and was warmly regarded by 
King Hassan. 

King Hassan wants you t o  know t h a t  he i s  deeply concerned wi th  
t h e  dangers t o  t h e  Maghreb s t a t e s  stemming from t h e  new r a d i c a l  
m i l i t a r y  regime i n  Libya. He f e e l s  t h a t  N a s s e r ' s  subvers ive  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  have been g r e a t l y  improved by access  t o  Libyan 
f i n a n c i a l  resources .  According t o  t h e  King, t h e  young and 
inexper ienced l e a d e r  of t h e  Libyan m i l i t a r y  regime i s  only  a 
"s t raw man" f o r  Nasser who has  i n s e r t e d  Egyptian t r o o p s  i n t o  
Libya t o  p r o t e c t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a "counter  revolu-  
t i o n . "  King Hassan f e a r s  t h a t  Nasser's nex t  s t e p  w i l l  be t o  
e l i m i n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  Boumedienne of  A lge r i a  i n  f avor  of someone 
more w i l l i n g  t o  accep t  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  Arab world.  The 
e l i m i n a t i o n  of Boumedienne, according t o  t h e  King, would g r e a t l y  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  subvers ive  p o t e n t i a l  of both Nasser and t h e  Sovi'ets 
i n  Tun i s i a  and Morocco. 

The King5would l i k e  the 'U.S.  t o  use whatever a p p r o p r i a t e  i n f l u e n c e  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  prevent  Nasse r ' s  and Sov ie t  p l a n s  i n  t h e  Maghreb 
c o u n t r i e s  from succeeding.  He f e e l s  t h a t  u n l e s s  we t a k e  a pos i -  
t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a r e a l  danger t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  l i t t o r a l  of t h e  southern  Mediterranean,  from t h e  UAR t o  
Morocco, i s  l i k e l y  t o  f a l l  t o  Communist domination.  

King Hassan has  been understandably nervous s i n c e  t h e  ~ i b ~ a n '  
coup. Nasse r ' s  growing in f luence  i n  Libya has  c o n t r i b u t e d  
f u r t h e r  t o  h i s  a g i t a t i o n ,  even though t h e r e  i s  no immediate 
organized t h r e a t  t o  h i s  th rone .  The l i n i n g  up of Morocco, 
Tun i s i a  and Alge r i a  a g a i n s t  Nasse r ' s  demands a t  t h e  r e c e n t  
Arab s u m m i t  -- and Hassan 's  moderating i n f l u e n c e  t h e r e  -- have 
probably a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  f e a r  t h a t  Morocco may be c l o s e  
t o  t h e  t o p  of Nasse r ' s  l i s t  f o r  r e p r i s a l .  
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Another i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  i n  Ambassador T a s c a ' s  r e p o r t  i s  
King Has san ' s  impress ion  d u r i n g  t h e  Arab summit t h a t  Nasse r  
would l i k e  t o  conclude an agreement w i t h  I s r a e l  b u t  f e a r s  
over throw i f  h e  d i d .  Hassan feels t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  -- 
n o t  Nasse r  -- a r e  t h e  key t o  a s e t t l e m e n t  now. 

A l l  o f  t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  need f o r  a s y s t e m a t i c  review o f  t h e  
North A f r i c a n  s i t u a t i o n .  I s h a l l  p rov ide  you s h o r t l y  w i t h  a 
recommendation on how t o  do so .  
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